
Excerpt of oral history recorded on Wednesday 1 March 2017 at Frankston RSL Sub-Branch as 
part of the Veterans Heritage Project.

Interviewee

Kevin Hillier OAM

Transcript

I was a musician, and that’s one of the reasons why I was able to join at 15. We had junior musi-
cians and we joined at service with adult entries. Everybody else in our intake…there was three 
junior musicians and everybody else were adults…because I joined up in ’68, it was the Vietnam 
era. So ’71 and ’72 the end of Vietnam. I was touring backwards and forwards to Vietnam on the 
Sydney. Which they call the Boung Tao Ferry. So I did seven trips up and back to Vietnam. Taking 
troupes up, bringing them back.

As a musician, we spent a lot of time entertaining the troupes on the way up and on the way back. 
Keeping them relaxed on the way up. Because they were going somewhere they didn’t know what 
they were really getting in for a lot of them. But we also had to work on the ship. We had jobs on 
the ship as cargo handlers and some of us drove the cranes and were dogman and things like 
that. So, try and keep your fingers ok in case they got damaged but ah, so we were doing other 
jobs on there as well so it was quite busy but um , once we got to Vietnam, a couple of times we 
actually went off and did concerts. Out in the bush. Middle of nowhere…I guess at the beginning, 
with being only 15, with adults that were all over 17 ½ and some of them in their 30s and doing 
exactly the same things, it was tough but um, I guess they looked after us. We had a long period of 
training. It was nearly two years training before we actually went out to sea or went out to band.

I guess because I was so young I just did as I was told and a lot of the regulars, the ones that 
were in the regular services just did as they were told. Everything we did, basically for the twenty 
eight years, I did as I was told and even as I progressed through the ranks there’s always some-
one above you, telling you what to do and how to do it sort of thing. So sometimes the benefit was 
being at the bottom, but yeah, so I had no real political view one way or the other, you just get on 
with the job.


