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Transcript

I  had put  my  name  down  for  the  RAF. And  in  the  middle  of  all  this,  they  called  me  up  for  
the  RAF  for  the  pilot.  So  along  I  went,  and  I  did  my  year  of EFTS.

I  don’t  know  whether  I  should  tell  you  this  story. But  when  we  were  examined,  we  were  
examined  by  a  medical  orderly. And  I  knew  I  had  a  defective  left  eye. So  he  said,  put  
your  hand  up  your  eye  and  read  the  chart. And  I  did. Put  your  hand  up  to  your  other  
eye. And  I  put  it  up  to  the  same  eye  and  read  the  chart. And  I  got  in  as  a  pilot. That’s  
elementary flying training school.

And  when  I  went  to  advanced  training  school,  some  of  the  chaps  said,  “there’s  something  
wrong  with  you, Pat. You’re  going  to  kill  us.” So  they  got  this  orderly  there  to  have  a  
look  at  me. And  they  sent  me  to  an  eye  specialist. And  I  did  the  same  to  her.  And  she  
said,  “do  you  think  I  came  down  in the  last  shower  of  rain?” So  I  was  sent  up  before  
the  Lord  Douglas-Hamilton, of  Inveraray. And  he  heard this  story.  And  I  remember  his  last  
admonition,  “Get  out!”  he  said  to  me.  He  asked  me,  he  said  “Do  you  know  how  much  a  
bomber  costs?”  I  said,  “Haven’t  a  clue,  I’m  20. ”He  said,  “Do  you  know  how  many  people  
are  in  a  bomber?”  And  he  said  “You’re  willing  to  kill  the  lot  of  them?”  Get  out!”  He  said  
to  me.  I  said,  “Sir,  where  do  I  go  to?” - “I  don’t  give  a  damn  as  long  as  I  never  see  you  
again.”    


