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Transcript

We  had  an  interesting  Chinook  flight  down  in  the  delta  area.  The  –  what  used  to  happen  
there  was  virtually  like  a  delivery  service.  The  Chinook  would  take  off  at  –  from  Vung  Tau  
to  operate  right  down  into  the  delta  area  and  they  had  a  loading  manifest.  So,  they  had  
to  go  to  this  point  to  delivery  that  and  this  point  to  pick  this  up,  and  you’d  be  out  all  
day.

One  of  the  jobs  they  got  was  to  pick  up  an  Iroquois  that  had  been  forced  down  with  
contaminated  fuel.  So,  when  the  Chinook  got  there  they  –  a  repair  crew  would’ve  tak-
en  the  blades  off  of  the  Iroquois  and  they  were  being  taken  back  on  the  other  Iroquois,  
slung  underneath  it  –  and  they  would  be  used  for  medivacs  and  for  general  transport  and  
for,  you  know,  taking  people  out  if  they  had  to  do  repair  work.

So  this,  the  job  of  the  Chinook  was  to  pick  the  Iroquois  up  by  the  rotor  head,  which  they  
rigged  it  up  and  did.  And  when  we  got  into  the,  about  five  or  six  hundred  feet  in  the  air,  
and  he  went  from  hovering  to  forward  flight.  He  was  only  about  a  minute  into  forward  
flight  and  the  next  minute  we  felt  the  helicopter  go  up  about  thirty  feet  [laughter]  and  
the  load  master  looked  up  and  he  saw  that  we’d  dropped  the  other  helicopter  [laughter]  
straight  into  the,  straight  into  the  swamp  [laughter].  So  I  said  to  the  pilot,  I  said,  “What  
do  you  do  now?”  and  he  said,  “Ah,  well”,  he  said,  “We’re  not  going  to  recover  it.”  He  
said  all  the  other  blokes  had  gone  home,  he  said,  “See  those  two  F-100s  sitting  out  on  
the  horizon?”  I  said,  “Yeah”,  and  he  said,  “You  watch.”  So,  he  called  up  the  two  F-100s  
and  they’d  come  in  and  they  did  a  bombing  run  and  bombed  it  –  and  basically  just  blew  
it  to  bits.

They  had  to  destroy  it,  but  they  didn’t  seem  terribly  concerned  about  the  fact  that  they’d  
lost  their  helicopter  [laughter]  –  just  all  in  a  day’s  work.
   


