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I had no choice. It was one of those days, it was only three weeks after my eighteenth birthday 
and I was called up like a lot of others, and you either went or you were fined, I forget how many 
pounds you were fined or six months in jail. So you had a choice.

Question: So, how long were you in the services for all together? 

24 years and two months.

Question: Were you ever deployed?

No, I just more or less oscillated between Brisbane, our headquarters were in Brisbane and we 
had units in different places, all over Western Australia. I went over to Western Australia and back 
to Brisbane two or three times. I was all set to go when the war finished. I’d been in Brisbane on a 
course for three months. We were fully quipped, ready to go…(indiscernible)…the advance party 
was four days out of Brisbane on a boat and the war finished and that was it.

But it was a very secret unit. It started off in, overseas in 1940, there was two people who was the 
manager of 3AW Radio Station, Jack Ryan and Bill Henry, they were the two main people at the 
radio station and they were overseas and they were bought back to Australia to form a special unit 
and it was called Australian Special Wireless Group. The unit started in Victoria and they recruited 
in Queensland, New South Wales, Western Australia and Adelaide and the Queenslanders picked 
up the New South Wales, The West Australians picked up the South Australians and we all met 
in Victoria and that was the formation of the complete unit and that was in Bonegilla in 1942 and 
they had a big parade and the CO got out in front of us and he said no this is the unit. You will be 
going in to a war zone. If you’re taken prisoner, your name and number only. You’re not to tell them 
anything else. And we weren’t even allowed to tell anyone for twenty years what we done or any-
thing like that. It was the only unit that I know of in the army where you had to give references. And 
before I could be in this unit, I had to give six references and it was not family. You could have the 
local butcher, the policeman, anybody, but you had to give these…and they checked every one of 
them to make sure.

Question: What sort of things did you do in the unit, like, how did you…?

I was mainly a driver in the unit. But it was radio interception and they worked 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week and still function today. Even all this time after the war, the unit still goes. It was 
called Australian Special Wireless Group.


